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think this is the ideal time to honor
his dedication and lifetime of service
to our Nation.

As a young man from Silver Grove,
Kentucky, Jack joined the military
and was deployed to fight in the Ko-
rean War. He bravely fought in mis-
sions at Triangle Hill, in Operation
Smack and in the now infamous battle
at Pork Chop Hill. For his bravery and
valor at the Battle of Pork Chop Hill,
one of the most deadly battles of the
Korean War, he was awarded the Silver
Star and a Purple Heart.

Several years ago, MGM Studios re-
leased a film about this battle, and
Jack added movie star to his long list
of lifetime accomplishments. From
fighting in Korea to serving Kenton
County, he has selflessly served and
protected us. Jack, we thank you for
your service and wish you much suc-
cess in your retirement.

Jack is a busy grandfather to 19
grandchildren. I'm sure his life will
continue to be a great adventure. For
all that, thank you for your service.

———

PLEASE OPPOSE THE IRAQ WAR
SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the Iraq
War supplemental on the floor tomor-
row will in no way pressure the Presi-
dent to end the war in Iraq, despite the
fact that voters gave our majority last
November the responsibility to do that,
end the war.

The benchmarks in the war supple-
mental force the Iraqis to privatize, or
turn over to multinational oil inter-
ests, their oil industry by demanding
passage of the Iraqi Hydrocarbon Act. I
spoke on the House floor today for an
hour documenting the evidence.

But if the Iraqis refuse to turn over
the oil resources, the terms of the bill
are blackmail. The war supplemental
demands passage of the Iraqi bill by
blocking over $1 billion in reconstruc-
tion funds if the Iraqis refuse to com-

ply.
We need to send a message to the
voters that we do not support

privatizing Iraqi oil by force, nor do we
support the continued funding of this
war.

It is not credible to maintain that
one opposes the war and yet continues
to fund it. Continuing to fund the war
is not a plan. It would represent the
continuation of a disaster. A better ap-
proach is the 12-point plan established
in H.R. 1234.

EXPAND ELIGIBILITY FOR THE
ARMY’S COMBAT ACTION BADGE

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, in 2005, the Depart-
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ment of the Army authorized the cre-
ation of the Army Combat Action
Badge. This important badge provides
recognition to our soldiers who person-
ally engaged the enemy in combat.
However, the Army’s current policy
limits eligibility to those who meet its
criteria after September 18, 2001.

As such, the Combat Action Badge
overlooks thousands of veterans who
made similar sacrifices in previous
wars. I've heard from many veterans
who feel slighted by the Army’s failure
to recognize their own heroism.

In response, I've reintroduced my leg-
islation, H.R. 2267, to expand eligibility
for this award to those soldiers who
served during the dates ranging from
December 7, 1941, to September 18, 2001.
This expansion would be a fitting trib-
ute to countless individuals who made
sacrifices for our country.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———
[ 1900

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF
TERRY ERICKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Terry Erickson, a
man who has dedicated his life’s work
to helping children. Terry has tire-
lessly served western Wisconsin youth
for over 40 years, mainly as the execu-
tive director of the Boys and Girls Club
of Greater La Crosse, a place I proudly
called my second home while growing
up on the north side of La Crosse.

For over 100 years, the Boys and Girls
Club of America has been fostering an
environment of hope and opportunity
for all children. In addition to pro-
moting character development and
educational progress, the club creates a
safe environment so kids can simply
play and enjoy themselves. In fact,
some of my fondest childhood memo-
ries are a result of my participation in
the La Crosse club.

At a time when many temptations
existed in our neighborhoods for chil-
dren and when there were plenty of op-
portunities for us to get into trouble, I
found the club to be a safe haven for
me and many other students for play-
ing sports or just hanging out with our
friends.

Since the creation of the Boys and
Girls Club of Greater La Crosse in 1966,
Terry has been a champion for youth
programming and a father-like figure
for many of us. Terry’s devotion to the
club’s goal of inspiring all young peo-
ple to realize their full potential is
unrivaled. It is this passion and enthu-
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siasm that has resulted in unprece-
dented growth for the organization.

Under Terry’s leadership, the Boys
and Girl Club of Greater La Crosse has
flourished, growing from a small orga-
nization into one of the premier clubs
throughout the country. The organiza-
tion has expanded to six different loca-
tions, including a partnership with
Viterbo University. Recently, Terry’s
university president, Bill Medlandis,
and the Mathy family’s dedication to
this partnership resulted in the Amie
L. Mathy Center, a club located on the
campus of Viterbo University that en-
riches academic support for children.

The number of lives Terry has posi-
tively affected throughout the years is
impossible to quantify. I know my two
boys have greatly benefited from their
experiences with the club and from
Terry’s selfless example. Because of
Terry’s guidance, the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater La Crosse has created a
haven for youth and a sense of commu-
nity in the area.

Terry simply brings out the best in
people, whether they are young chil-
dren and students who benefited from
the club’s many activities, or the
countless adults who have volunteered
their time to make the La Crosse club
one of the premier models in our coun-
try.

It has been said that great teachers
enjoy a special immortality because
their influence never stops radiating. I
just hope that upon his retirement,
Terry appreciates the wonderful teach-
ing that he has done and the countless
lives that he has influenced.

I am proud to count myself as one of
Terry’s products, and I am even
prouder to call him my friend. Al-
though Terry’s service and commit-
ment to the children of the La Crosse
area will be deeply missed upon his re-
tirement, the solid foundation he has
laid for the club will empower children
for decades to come.

I also want to congratulate my child-
hood friend and classmate Kevin John-
ston, who was chosen to take over for
Terry at the club. I couldn’t imagine a
better selection, given Kevin’s history
with the club, his passion for youth of
our community and his close relation-
ship with Terry throughout the years. I
know Kevin will excel in his new posi-
tion.

I commend Terry for his unyielding
service and dedication to the commu-
nity. As in any lengthy undertaking,
Terry’s service to our children required
tremendous personal time and sacrifice
by himself and his entire family.
That’s why, on behalf of all the chil-
dren in the La Crosse area, I would like
to thank Terry, Sue and their entire
family for the impact that they have
had in the La Crosse community. I
wish Terry and Sue all the best as they
close this chapter in their lives and
begin a new one. But knowing Terry, I
am sure the best interests of our youth
will be close at hand.

Congratulations, Terry. Thank you
for a job well done. We all wish you
Godspeed.
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